
A DISCUSSION ON THE 
PRIMARY/SECONDARY 
DISTINCTION AND THE 

RESEMBLANCE HYPOTHESIS

The Great Debate:



René Descartes

Only primary 
qualities are true.



John Locke

Some secondary 
qualities are 

essential to an 
object’s essence, 

too.



George Berkeley

No, guys, everything
is a secondary 

quality. 



René Descartes

The Resemblance 
Hypothesis is 
sooooo false



John Locke

Ideas can be true, 
but only if they 

are not projected 
onto an object’s 

reality. 



George Berkeley

My ideas resemble 
their causes.


