
P Abstracting space and time, we find that the categories were presupposed.

P We do not, via abstraction, create the categories.

P We discover them already imposed on our experiences.

P “The possibility of experience is what provides all our a priori cognition with objective reality. 
Now experience rests on the synthetic unity of appearances, i.e., on a synthesis of
appearances in general performed according to concepts of an object.  Without such
synthesis, experience would not even be cognition, but would be a rhapsody of perceptions”
(A156/B195, AW 761a).

P The forms of intuition meet up with the categories of the understanding because they are
both a priori impositions of the subject.
< “Either experience makes these concepts possible, or these concepts make experience possible. 

The first alternative is not what happens as regards the categories (nor as regards pure sensible
intuition).  For they are a priori concepts and hence are independent of experience...The categories
contain the grounds, on the part of the understanding, of the possibility of all experience as such”
(B167, AW 755a-b).

P We don’t know about the conditions on objects in the noumenal world.

P We do know that for us, experiences (i.e. appearances of objects in nature) must have
certain abstract features.


