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202 Herman Cappelen ¢ Douglas G. Winblad

How to extend Putnamian externalism to a philosophical term

In Putnam’s Twin Earth thought experiment we are asked to imagine a
speaker, S, in this world, who uses the word ‘water’ to refer to water at a time
prior to the discovery of the chemical composition of water. We are then
asked to imagine a Twin Earth just like Earth except that the chemical
composition of the liquid its inhabitants call ‘water’ is XYZ rather than H,O.
While this is a significant difference, it does not manifest itself in any of the
two liquids’ “superficial” features. XYZ appears to S’s double on Twin Earth,
Twin S, exactly as H,O appears to S. Given their ignorance of chemistry, the
properties S and Twin S associate with ‘water’ are therefore the same.
Nonetheless, we are inclined to say that when S says “I like water,” she is
referring to H,O, but when Twin S says “I like water” ske is referring to XYZ.
Because S and Twin S are in the same psychological states, the extension of
‘water’ is not determined by such states. Since meaning is what determines
extension, Putnam concludes, meanings “just ain’t in the head.”

Here is a similar argument applied to ‘reference’. Suppose Kripke has
given a correct account'! of what reference is, one that correctly describes
the extension of ‘reference’ in the actual world.? Now imagine a Twin Earth,
exactly like ours, except that in it, the extension of ‘reference’ fits Gareth
Evans’s theory of reference.’® On Earth, what is in the extension of
‘reference’ are relations between words and the world in which certain
expressions are connected to extralinguistic elements by means of causal
chains that begin with initial “baptisms” or “dubbings,” in accordance with
Kripke’s account of reference. On Twin Earth, however, what is in the
extension of ‘reference’ is different; typically, the relations in question are

11 We leave aside the issue of whether what we have in Kripke is an account, or, rather,
merely a “picture.” If the reader insists that it is the latter, let him or her suppose for
the sake of argument that it has been suitably refined into a theory.

12 It is customary to think of a term’s extension as the set of things of which the term is
true. But, as Putnam notes, it is controversial just what extensions are. See Putnam, 1975,
216-219. We endorse no particular account of the extension of ‘reference’ here.

13 Unlike Kripke, who completely rejects the description theory, Evans supports a version
of this theory that incorporates elements of Kripke’s causal account. See Evans, 1973.
Evans tries to reconstruct from Kripke’s “picture” of reference a theory of reference
couched in terms of necessary and sufficient conditions, to which he then proceeds to
offer alleged counterexamples. It is interesting to note that Kripke does not think his
view is in principle incompatible with all of these examples. See Kripke, 1980, 163. We
assume here, however, that there 1s at least one statement of the form ‘Expression e refers
to o’ with respect to which their accounts differ. If it turns out that none of Evans’s
putative counterexamples to Kripke’s account really is a counterexample, then let us
think of the theory which fits the extension of ‘reference’ on Earth as being one to which
these cases do constitute counterexamples.
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such that the expressions must be linked to the causal sources of the
information associated with them, along Evansian lines.* Just as the
differences between XYZ and H,O only manifest themselves in unusual
circumstances—such as under laboratory conditions—the differences
between the extensions of ‘reference’ on the two planets are not ordinarily
apparent. Both accounts, for example, are compatible with its being the case
that the information associated with expressions is ordinarily caused by
what they pick out and that expressions are usually introduced by means of
baptisms.

Putnam’s original thought experiment concerns a period in history prior
to the development of modern chemistry. In a similar vein, let us locate our
worlds in a time that precedes recent developments in semantics. Now
consider Alice, an Earthian who is not a philosopher and does not spend
much of her time thinking about semantics. Alice is familiar with the word
‘reference’; she uses it occasionally, and by normal standards does so
competently. If asked what she associates with ‘reference’, she says things like
“aword’s being about something, or standing for something.” Such remarks
exhaust the information she associates with reference at a general level. She
also has idiosyncratic beliefs expressed in sentences such as ‘I referred to my
sister yesterday’, and ‘T used “you” to refer to my friend’. Generally, like all
of us, when she refers, Alice has no characteristic experience of referring. She
may hear or see herself utter or inscribe a word; she may have fleeting images
or thoughts associated with its referent. But then again, she may not.

Now consider her double, Twin Alice. When asked what she associates
with ‘reference’, Twin Alice utters the same sentences Alice does. And,
phenomenologically, her situation with respect to what she calls ‘reference’
is indistinguishable from the one Alice is in regarding what ske calls
‘reference’. The extensions of ‘reference’ for Alice and Twin Alice differ;
but what is in their minds is the same.”” If this sort of situation shows
externalism to be true about ‘water’ it should do the same for ‘reference’.

14 Evans holds thatit is “typically necessary” that the referent of a term be the causal source
of the information associated with it. In some cases, according to Evans, the referent
is merely the dominant source of information associated with a term; in others, a speaker
who uses a term refers to whatever those to whom he defers refer when they use the term.
See Evans, 1973.

15 We are not suggesting, of course, that the aspects of Alice and her double’s psychologies
that are relevant to their use of ‘reference’ are exhausted by our descriptions. But we are
supposing that whatever else may be involved—unconscious processing, for example—
is something with respect to which they are psychologically indistinguishable.

In Putnam’s original example, $ and Twin S never encounter evidence of the
differences between XYZ and H,O; they never enter laboratories in which the chemical
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