
















































































Berkeley on the second kind of
abstraction, A2

= Again, the mind having observed that in the particular extensions
perceived by sense there is something common and alike in all, and some
other things peculiar, as this or that figure or magnitude, which distinguish
them one from another; it considers apart or singles out by itself that which
is common, making thereof a most abstract idea of extension, which is
neither line, surface, nor solid, nor has any figure or magnitude, but is an
idea entirely prescinded from all these. So likewise the mind, by leaving
out of the particular colors perceived by sense that which distinguishes
them one from another, and retaining that only which is common to all,
makes an idea of color in abstract which is neither red, nor blue, nor white,
nor any other determinate color. And, in like manner, by considering
motion abstractedly not only from the body moved, but likewise from the
figure it describes, and all particular directions and velocities, the abstract
idea of motion is framed; which equally corresponds to all particular
motions whatsoever that may be perceived by sense (Berkeley, §8 of the
introduction to the Principles).
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XVIIl. Common sense, atheism,
materialism and skepticism

Berkeley urges that his position is more commonsensical
than materialism (and dualism) which leads to atheism and
skepticism:

m For, as we have shown the doctrine of matter or corporeal substance to have been
the main pillar and support of skepticism, so likewise upon the same foundation
have been raised all the impious schemes of atheism and irreligion. Nay, so great
a difficulty has it been thought to conceive matter produced out of nothing, that the
most celebrated among the ancient philosophers, even of those who maintained
the being of a God, have thought matter to be uncreated and co-eternal with Him.
How great a friend material substance has been to atheists in all ages were
needless to relate. All their monstrous systems have so visible and necessary a
dependence on it that, when this corner-stone is once removed, the whole fabric
cannot choose but fall to the ground, insomuch that it is no longer worth while to
bestow a particular consideration on the absurdities of every wretched sect of
atheists. (Berkeley, Principles, §92)
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